First Presbyterian Church
December 22, 2013
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

“Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises! (Psalm 98:1, 4)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Prelude

The Greetings and Announcements

The Lighting of the Advent Candles – Colossians 1:15-20
The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation &

The Lord’s Prayer (Printed inside front of hymnal) 

* The Hymn of Praise No. 273 – “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”

* The Apostles’ Creed (Printed inside front of hymnal) &

* The Gloria Patri – No. 813

* Greeting Time

The Prayer – Corporate Confession of Sin based on Matt. 7:28–29
& Assurance of Pardon

The Scripture Reading – John 16:4b–15   (Pew Bible page 1148)
The Sermon – “The Gift that Keeps on Giving”
The Presentation of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* The Doxology and The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

* The Benediction

The Choir: Special Christmas Program – “Breath of Heaven”

Postlude                                               (*Congregation standing)
Today’s Corporate Prayer, from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount:
Leader: Father, the Lord Jesus has spoken to us through his “Sermon on the Mount.” His first hearers recognized the authority of his words. He was no mere scribe. He spoke words directly from heaven. We are told they were astonished at his teaching. We are not told, however, that they obeyed. It is often the same with us.

All: Father, you desire not only that we admire your teaching and your word, not only that we recognize your authority. You desire for your authority to be realized in our lives. You desire obedience. When we sin and disobey we are failing to realize your authority in our thoughts and actions. Please forgive us for our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Grant us the grace of obedience.
[A moment of silent and private confession of specific sins brought to our minds.]
Leader: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.” A-men. (1 Timothy 1:15-16)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Today’s Quote for Reflection

“With his departure in view—within hours, now—Jesus encourages the disciples about the future ministry of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is the quintessential encourager. As did his apostles, we share great blessings through the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit, whom we received the moment we believed in Jesus.”     (See Rom 8:9; Gal. 3:2.)
–Scotty Ward Smith

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sermon Outline/Notes 
John 16:4b–15 

“The Gift that Keeps on Giving”

I. The Helper comes to convict the world.

Vv. 4b-11
- Because Christ returned to heaven, the Spirit came to believers. 

- He convicts the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.

II. The Spirit of truth comes to confirm the truth to believers.
Vv. 12-15
 - He guided the New Testament writers in preparing new written revelation that with the Old Testament completed the Scriptures.

 - He guides believers to understand & apply the Scriptures today.
